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EXTRACTS FROM MR. ABBOT’S DIARY. 
(Crseluded from pages.) 
NO. VIII. 
The ‘ceaid Tingiifiies of fiais: Rithabhable’ Divone. 


HAD fome little debate in my own mind, whether I fhould 
add thefe, or not. But when I confidered that even dreams 
are mentioned in Scripture, as one way in which God has fome- 
times fealed up inftruction to men—That fuch perfons as Mr. 
How, and Mr. Henry, have taken fo much notice of fome of 
their remarkable dreams, as to fet them down in their diaries, 
and the writers of their lives did not think it improper to re- 
late them—But efpecially confidering the notiee our deceafed 
friend takes of his was fo wife, his refle€tions upon them fo 
good, and his improvement of them {fo holy, I could not per- 
fuade myfelf to omit them ; and believe the reader will not 
reckon them amongft thofe dreams in which are divers van- 
ities. 
March 12, 1729.]~ The laft night in my vifions on my bed, 
I thought the houfe in which we dwell was to be taken down, 
and we were to remove from hence. And what may be the 
meaning of it God knows! If it be a warning to me that any 
perfon in the family mutt die fhortly; Oh! that they may be 
prepared therefor. And if it be to fhew me, that the earthly 
houfe of my tabernacle muft in a little time be diffolved, ta- 
ken down, and laidin the duft; Oh! glorious God, be pleafed, 
for Chrift’s fake, to quicken me much in preparing for death; 
that I may not die, till for me to die fhall be unfpeakable gain. 
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Sept. 12.] The laft night in a dream, I thought I went to 
fee a certain perfon, I was well acquainted with, and as I was 
at his houfe converfing with him, he looked upon and faid to 
me, Within tewelve days time you muff die, and be laid in the grave. 
Which dream when I awoke made fome impreflion on my 
mind. And well may it fill me with ferioufnefs and concern, 
if the day of my death be indeed fo near, and I am in fo fhort 
a time to be lodged in the eternal world. But Oh!—whith- 
er !—whither !—am I going ?—To eternal happinefs, or eter- 


_ nal mifery ? One of thefe muft moft certainly be my portion.— 


I know, and defire to be more and more fenfible of it, that 
I do moft juftly deferve to fuffer the ftrange punifhment referv- 
ed for the workers of iniquity: bccaufe of the fin of my na- 
ture, and all the fins of my life, which have been many as the 
fands, mighty as the mountains, and all of a fcarlet and crim- 
fon colour. And, Oh! How holy and righteous would God be, 
if he fhould make me a monument of his eternal wrath and 
vengeance !—But yet I am not left hopelefs. No, no—Blefled 
be God, for that great and effectual door of hope opened for 
me, in our Lorp Jesus Cuaist! Through whom God will 
accept of believing finners, that feek unto him for his love and 
favour. Therefore, O glorious God! I humbly fay before — 
thee, J believe ; Lord, help thou mine unbelief! That thou canfk, 
confiftent with the glory of all thy adorable perfections;. yea, 
that thou wilt pardon and accept of me, an unworthy finner, 
through my dear and only Saviour. Lord, J believe ; Help thou 
mine unbelief ! That as vile and wretched as I am, I may with 
fafety appear before thee in the righteoufnefs of my lovely Sa- 
viour, as that which is every way fufficient to anfwer for all 
my offences, and make me to ftand guiltlefs, and jultified in 
thy fight, and entitle me to eternal glory and bleflednefs. 
And now, moft holy Lord God, I humbly fay in thy pref- 
ence, that as I hope I have already, fo I defire now again, and 
Lord, I hope I de venture my foul, with all the concerns of it, 
upon Cuaist, as an all-fufficient Saviour ; defiring humbly to. 
rely on his power and promife, to do great and glorious things 
for me! And renouncing all righteoufnefs and excellencies of 
my own, I defire to, yea, I hope I d truft in the glorious 
righteoufnefs of my Almighty Redeemer, as that in which, and 
in which alone, I fhall obtain mercy of the Lord. And if I 
may but have this righteoufnefs imputed to me, and be found 
clothed therewith, J believe ; Lord, help thou mine unbelief ! That 
for the fake of it thou wilt pafs by all my fins; that my un- 
worthy fervices fhail find acceptarice with thee now; and that 
when I die, whether fooner or later, my departing fpirit fhall 
appear with joy before thy awful tribunal, and be fet faultlefs 
before the prefence of thy glory with exceeding joy ; while my 
body fhall reft in the grave, united unto Chrift, until the refur- 
rection, 
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reGtion. Lord! I beliewe, That at the great and laf day of 
judgment, I being found clothed with the white robes of 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, (when my foul and body are again unit- 
ed} my bleffed Saviour will own me for his, and prefent me be- 
fore thy throne, without fpot, or wrinkle, or any fuch thing ; 
and give to mea crown of life that fhall never fade away ; and 
bring me to fing of redeeming love and grace, with an innu- 
merable company of glorified faints, forever and ever; in that 
happy, bleffed, glorious world, where I fhall stw no more, 
nor forrow any more: where I fhall fing Erernat Hatrervy- 
yauns unto Gop and the Lams. Amen and Amen! Even fo 
be it, Oh Lord !—Many ferious and affecting thoughts of death 
were raifed in me by this dream, which continued for feveral 
days together. Now though I would not lay too great ftrefs 
upon dreams, yet I would not altogether difregard them : 
But being I hope truly defirous to be quickened in my prepara- 
tions for death, by all ordinances and providences, I would 
improve fuch a dream alfo for this end. 

Fuly 12, 1730. Lord’s day.] The laft night in my fleep, 
I was greatly concerned and diftrefled about the day of judgment. 
I thought that there were feveral amazing and wonderful fights 
in the world, that preceded this awful day. Yea, that time 
was at an end !—That the heavens were in confufion and dif- . 
folving ; and that Chrift was coming in the clouds with power. 
and great glory.—-And thefe things feemed rea] and certain te 
me. And how did I wifh, as many will at that day, that there 
was time yet longer, to ferve God in, and to prepare for the 
eternal world? And thefe thoughts had fome good influence 
upon me this day; and I hope | defire to improve it, as if it 
were the laft Sabbath that ever I fhall enjoy. And, Oh! that 
fince my life, and day of grace, are ftill lengthened out unto me, 
I might be very diligent and ferious in the improvement of 
them, that I may be prepared for this dreadful day of the Lord, 
which is haftening and will come, as a fnare on all them that 
dwell.in the earth. O Lord! Quicken me in this great work. 
Help me now to be by faith looking on things unfeen and eter- 
nal !—To live in the conftant, lively, fincere difcharge of every 
duty, and fo be always upon the watch! Let my life now be 
hid with Chrift in God, that when He fhall appear, I may ap- 
pear with him in glory. Amen! O Lord! fo let it be. 

Thefe few paflages may give us fome idea, of that life of 
diligence, devotion, and fublime piety, which this young man 
lived. All that read them will be ready to fay, He kved much 
in a little time. May the beauties of holine/s difcovered and fhining 
in this collefion, charm the reader into fome happy imitatian, 
and change him into the fame image, by the Spirit of the Lord. 


Amen! 
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ON THE IXth OF ROMANS. 
(Concluded from page 60.) 


N this fentiment the apoftle feels himfelf fully juftified and 
fupported by what the fcripture faith unto Pharaoh, 
‘Even for this fame purpofe have I raifed thee up, that 1 
might fhew my power in thee, and that my name might be de- 
clared throughout all the earth.” This example is of a piece, 
in regard to the prefent point, with that in the 13th verfe, 
where the elder is, even before his birth, deftined to be fervant 
to the younger. ‘The inftruétion conveyed by them is, that 
God, upon his eftablifhed plan of government, has need of 
fome to be veffeis of wrath, as well as of fome to be veffels of mer- 
cy ; and that it is as he pleafes whom to ordain to the one, and 
whom to the other. It pleafed God to raife up Pharaoh to be 
a veflel of wrath, for which he was fitted under the wife and 
righteous adminiftration of divine Providence. The fovereign 
will of God was as much concerned in raifing Pharaoh for the 
end, to which he became fubfervient, as it is in railing up and 
fitting others to be monuments of mercy. From no other kind 
of premifes would the apoftle have thought of drawing the con- 
clufion he does. ‘ Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardencth.” As fhewing 
mercy, in the one cafe, is God’s act; fo is hardening in the 
other. His hardening Pharaoh does not mean, that he merely 
left him without any gracious influences on his heart ; and, of 
confequence, he hardened himfelf. In this cafe, it would not 
be true, that his hardnefs proceeded from God ; which I take 
to be the very thing the apoitle is infifling upon: for his terms 
are determinately and unequivocally to this effect. “ There- 
fore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom 
he will he hardeneth :” very different language from this ; 
Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will ; and whom he wiil he fuf- 
fers to harden themfelves in fin. Whether I am right in under- 
ftanding the apoiile in this manner, may, perhaps, be deter- 
mined by having a critical eye to an objection, which is confid- 
ered in the next verfe, and by noticing the manner, in which it 
is combated by the apoftle. “Thou wilt fay then unto me, 
Why doth he yet find fault? for who hath refifted his will ?”” 
Here then the objector, being allowed to fpeak, brings for- 
ward what would feem a notable difficulty. And it is to be 
remembered, that it is the apoltle himfelf, who has put the ob- 
jection into form ; and, therefore, the objection muft be con- 
fidered as ftanding again{t what is, and not againft fomething 
which is nof, his real meaning in the pofitions objeéted “a 
The 
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The objector muft be fuppofed to have underftood what the 
apoftle was aiming to prove, and againit this to have levelled 
his objection. Aad now, what is the dodtrine, with which a 
man would be likely to cavil in this manner ? Is it this, that God 
was pleated to w ithhold from Pharaoh all the reftraints of his 
grace, and let him oppreis the Hebrews, and profane the name 
of Jehovah, as his own wicked heart might diate, and then, 1 in 
procefs of time, punifh him for his tyranny and impiety ? Who 
would fay, that God, having thus ‘dealt with Pharaoh, ought 
not to calt any blame upon him for being difobedient to the 
word of the Lord? If it were not of divine foreordination, but 
of himfelf wholly, that Pharaoh aéted as he did; would any 
man conceive, that God is not at liberty to condemn him, and 
give this as a reafon for it, viz. that he was not refifting the 
will of God, but conforming to it? Would it ever occur to 
the mind of any man, that it is abfurd for God to find fault 
with his creatures for their wickedneis, admitting that he never 
decreed their finful actions, nor ufed any pofitive direct influ- 
ence to bring them into a ftate of guilt? If it was contrary to 
God’s expreis command, and set according to any purpote in 
his eternal counfel, that Pharach withftood Mofes and Aaron 
as he did ; would any one upon knowing that fuch obitinacy 
again{t God was punifbed with feverity, be apt to exclaim againtt 
-itas a hardfhip? that God had no right to blame Pharaoh, be- 
caufe he was only acting in conformity to the divine will? 
Nothing can be more improbable. It muft be, then, that the 
apottle’s antagonilt arms himielf, not againft the dedtrine which 
Paul inculcates accordingly as he is interpreted by Arminian 
expofitors ; but againft his theory, as underftood by Calvinills. 
lf the apoftle means nothing inconfiftent with wicked mcn’s 
being the originating caufe of their own finful actions, he is in 
no danger of being encountered, as he fvems to apprehend he 
fhall be by many. If his reprefentation of God is that of a being, 
who does not, by any pofitive agency of his own, raife up men 
to merit and receive perdition at his hand ; but concerns him- 
felf with them only to take account of their evil deeds, and pun- 
ifh them as juftice requires, none will reply by faying, “ Why 
doth he yet find fault? for who hath refifted his will?’ But 
let it once be confidered, that the apoftle’s reafoning makes it 
clear, that God does aétually harden men’s hearts, in confe- 
quence of which they do thole things which provoke him to 
wrath, as it is contended was fact, in the cafe of Pharaoh, and 
thoufands will inftantly cry out, in a raifed and angry tone of 
voice, ‘* Why doth he yet find fault? for who hath refilted. his 
will 2?” If one prefumes to broach the thought, though upon the 
authority of Peter in Acts iv. 27, 28, that the doings of the 
wicked are, in any inftance, what the hand and counfel of God 
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determined before to be done ; very many ftand ready to make 
anfwer, “ Why doth he yet find fault ?” &c. lf God predeter- 
mined thofe perverfe and malicious deeds in Pharaoh, Judas, 
and others, for which they have met with fignal vengeance 
from the hand of divine jultice, why are they deemed criminal 
and treated accordingly ? Have they not done the will of God? 
And, in doing it, have they not deferved good rather than evil 
at his hand? Can God be juft, and yet miferably deftroy his 
creatures for doing the things he had determined they fhould 
do? “ Nay, but O man, who art thou that replieft againft 
xod? Shall the thing formed fay to him that formed it, Why 
haft thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power over the 
clay, of the fame lump to make one veffel unto honour, and 
another unto difhonour ?”’ Shall Pharaoh caft reproach upon 
God, becaufe he made him Pharaoh, and becaufe he gave him 
a hard and impenitent heart, and not a heart to know and obey 
the Lord to let Ifrael go? Shall he call God to an account for 
raifing him up to be a monument of divine juftice, that the 
fame of the God of Ifrael might be refounded throughout all 
the earth? Shall Jehovah, the former of every creature, be 
limited to a narrower prerogative, than the artificer in clay, 
who is not liable to be arraigned by the veffels he has conftru@- 
ed, becaufe fome of them he has defigned for honour, and oth- 
ers for difhonour? This is Paul’s fimilitude to illuftrate the re 
lation fubfifting between creatures and their divine Creator, 
who is alfo their moral Governor. In the ufe of this figure he 
is notalone. But now, O Lord, thou art our Father: we 
are the clay, and thou our Potter : and we all are the work of 
thy hand.” But what does the illuftration prove? It proves 
that the apoftle gives no inconfiftent or abfurd view of God’s 
character, when he reprefents him as raifing up Pharaoh and 
other wicked men to be examples of his juftice in the punith- 
ment of fin; that God has a right to predetermine that in fin- 
ners, which diftinguifhes them from the righteous, and then 
requite their wickednefs with his difpleafure, as evidently as the 
potter has a right to determine beforehand, that of fuch and 
{uch parcels of clay he will form veflels, which fhall be fit only 
for the bafeft and moft difhonourable ufe. If this be not the 
object, it cannot be learnt from any thing that is written ; for 
to this point only has the cafe any pertinency at all. lf God 
does not, by a direct and decifive interpofition of his fovereign 

rovidence, raife up fome to be righteous and others to be 
wicked, who would ever have thought that his difpenfations 
with regard to creatures of a moral nature, might be likened 
to the proceedings of a potter in the praétice of his art ?) The 
earthen veffel of an uncomely and bafe countenance, or that is 


made only for the vileft ufe, is as much dependent on the pot- 
ter. 
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ter for all its properties and aptneffes, as the one which is fitted 
for the nobleft and moft honourable ufes. And if the work of 
a potter, in forming veffels and fitting them for the ufe intend- 
ed, truly and fairly reprefents the work of God in rearing up 
human characters and perfonages to be inftrumental of his glo- 
ry in the world ; why muft we not hence infer, that Pharaoh, 
and all like him, are juft as dependent on God for what they 
are, for their bafe and criminal properties, as men of a contra- 
ry character are for their greateft moral excellencies? It a 
denial of this be not that replying againft God, which the apof- 
tle fo fharply reproves, it is difficult to imagine what he has in 
view, when he gives the objector fo fevere a reprimand. “ Shall 
the thing formed fay unto him that formed it, Why haft thou 
made me thus?” Shall the veffel juft.come out of the hands of 
the workman, complain of its former for giving it fuch fhapes 
and modifications, becaufe they render it unfit for any but low 
and vulgar ufes ? Or fhall Pharaoh, or any of his fellow-finners, 
make God accountable for raifing them up to be fuch crea- 
tures as they are, fuch rebels againft God, fit only to be doom- 
ed to that miferable fate, which ftands connected with impeni- 
tence? If this application be not juft, there is in this fimilitude 
the greateft poflible diffimilitude to the obje& aimed at, and 
the apoftle is guilty. of the moft confummate folly and non- 
fenfe. For, if God does not exercife the fame prerogative over 
men, in creating them and endowing them with moral quali- 
ties and affections, that the potter does over the clay, which he 
moulds into veflels of divers fhapes and capacities, it is hard to 
conceive how the apoftle’s bringing up fuch an idea as he does 
is any reply to the infinuation he has to repel. If it is by their 
own agency alone, exclufive of the agency of Jehovah, that 
men come to be what they are, enemies to God by wicked 
works, and in danger of eternal wo; who will feel an inclina- 
tion to combat the fentiment by making anfwer, as if Deity 
were implicated by it in unrighteoufnefs, * Why doth he yet 
find fault?’ And if fuch an objection fhould be thrown in 
again{t the doctrine, what propriety would there be in calling 
it a reply againft God, and for illuftration, fay it is like a veflel’s 
faying to him that made it, Why haff thou made me thus ? Ad- 
mitting the cafe to be fuch, and there is no man but mutt fee a 
vein of impertinence running through the whole. If Paul 
was capable of ufing a fmile, that molt eafy and common fig- 
ure of fpeech, with any colour of propriety ; he is, undoubted- 
ly, in the paflage before us, vindicating the entire dependence 
of all men upon God for their moral chara¢ter and temper of 
mind, whatever they mayybe. God raifes up thofe various, dif- 
fmilar characters that flourifh in the world, that he may get 
glory tohimfelf by them. It is his wildingnefs to fhew his wrath 
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and. make his power known, that determines him to endure, 
with much long fuffering, the veflels of wrath fitted to deftruc- 
tion, in addition to which there is this further motive, viz. that 
he may make known the riches of his glory on the veffels of 
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory. Of this lat- 
ter defcription are all the tubjects of effectual calling, whether 
Jews or Gentiles. From each of thefe large bodies of men 
God has, from eternity, chofen individuals to receive his grace 
and form the community of his covenant people, and that they 
might glority his mercy. When this commonwealth, called 
the commonwealth of Ifrael, is completed, is filled up ; the ref- 
idue are configned to wrath, to be monuments of that power 
and juitice, which at once exhibit the goodnefs and feverity of 
God ; on them that fall {.verity, but goodnefs towards all fuch 
as are the called according to his purpofe. While the whole 
Gentile olive-tree is reckoned wild, fome of the branches are 
felected to be taken out and grafted into the good olive ; and 
from the good olive fome of its branches are broken off, that 
God may execute his fovereign purpofe of having mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and of hardening whom he will. 
‘Therefore it is faid, “ Ifrael,” meaning the great body of the 
nation, fo called, “ hath not obtained that which he feeketh for; 
but the election hath obtained it, and the reft were blinded 
( According as it is written, God hath given them the fpirit of 
flumber, eyes that they fhould not fee, and ears that they fhould 
not hear) unto this day.” It was only aremnant in Elijah’s 
time, and the fame in the days of the apoftle, that conftituted 
what is called, the eleGion. 'The rett were devoted of God to 
delufion and death. hefe are the apottle’s pofitions to prove, 
that all, who are called by grace into God’s kingdom and glo- 
ry, were eternally predeltinated to this purpofe, as veflels of 
mercy prepared unto glory; and that all, who come fhort of 
the glory of God, have a foundation alfo laid for this in the 
divine counfels, even from the beginning. ‘They are raifed up, 
as vellels of wrath, to fhew the power of God and his juftice 
in the deftruction of the ungodly.’ This fully accords with St. 
Peter, 1ft Epiitie, ii. 8. “ Anda ftone of ftumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even to them which {tumble at the word, being dif- 
obedient ; whereunto alfo they were appointed.” 

Having endeavoured, by a natural and fair interpretation, to 
follow the track of the apoftle Paul through an important and 
very explicit portion of his epiftle to the Romans, looking more 
at the obvious fenfe of terms, and the drift of the argument, 
in which they are ufed, than at what may or will be faid on the 
fide of oppofition ; I come now to a very brief confideration of 
what the warmth of fome and the fcruples of others will be apt 
to allege by way of objeSion. And 

I. 
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1. It will be urged againft the foregoing, that it makes God 
the author of fin. P 

Anfwer. There can no danger arife from admitting con- 
fequences, which neceffarily flow from the pofitions of an in- 
{pired apol tle. The prefent objection, therefore, has no force, 
fo long as it does not expofe any fallacy or weaknefs in the at- 
tempt we have made to afcertain the object of the apoftle’s 
difcourfe. ‘l’o fay, that Paul would difavow the idea of God’s 
cauling fin, is a mere begging of the queltioa. The objection, 
then, ought to take another form, viz. that the doétrine we 
have been contending for, makes God an unrighteous Being. 
Let it ftand thus, and I fkall commit the caufe to Paul him- 
felf, as capable of giving it the beft defence. ‘ What fhall we 
fay then? Is there unrighteoufnefs with God ? God forbid.” 
This I fhall confider as a fufficient anfwer to the objection, un- 
til fomething is brought to view, making it prefumeable, that 
the prefent is not in tubftance, at leaft, the fame with the one 
anfwered by the apoftle. 

2. But it will be further faid, that, upon the plan we have 
advocated, God is proved to be an inconfiltent Being, while he 
holds men accountable for their wicked actions, however grofs 
and abominable. If he raifed up Pharaoh to be an enemy to 
himfelf and to his people, how can he blame him for yielding 
to the neceflity he was laid under? 

Anjwer. When a man fhall be found of a wifer head 
and founder heart than Paul; of him we may expect fome- 
thing in addition to what is already before us; but until then, 
let it fuffice to copy the words of the apoftle, and fay, “Nay, 
but, O man, who art thou that replieft againft God 2” &c. 

But the objector, not being yet exhauited, proceeds further 
and fays, 

3. According to what has been ftated above, it is pure non- 
{enfe aud trifling to preach the gofpel to finners, or ufe any 
means for their falvation. 

Anfwer. Was it ufelefs for Paul and Barnabas to preach 
the word in Antioch, becaufe thofe, who were there converted 
by their fuccefsful miniftry, were ordained to eternal life? 
Agreeably to what is recorded in Ats xiii. 48. [If God hasa 
Shofen number to bring into his kingdom, is it not neceif: ary 
that the appointed means fhould be ufed in order to the end? 
<nd one of the neoetlary means, with which God has conneéted 
this important end, is the preaching of the golpel 5 not partial- 
ly, or to a few, but to all. As it was neceffary, in making the 
ele&ing grace of God appear in a juft and ttriking light, that 
Efau and Jacob fhould be born of the fame parents, at the fame 
birth, and under the fame difpenfation ; fo it is neceffary, for 
the fame purpofe, that the goipel fhould be preached to man- 
Vol. Ill. No. 3. M kind 
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kind indifcriminately, though a remnant only are made the 
fubjects of faving faith. 

I {hall now clofe my remarks with a few reflections. 

1. Let no one fay that the fovereignty of God in election 
and reprobatioi is an unprofitable doétrine, calculated rather to 
obftruct than facilitate the progrefs of true religion in the 
world. Paul, no doubt, meant to edify the Romans by writ- 
ing to them as he did; and it would be very arrogant and im- 
pious in.us to fay, he miftook the point, when he penned thofe 
things, which we have had under examination. He meant to 
fhow them, that God is greater than man; and that true piety 
confifts m acknowledging and reverencing him in his true 
character. And in this refpeé all may profit by frequent at~ 
tention to the truths of the prefent fubje¢t. 

2. From what has been remarked, we fee the folly of objec- 
ing to the fovereignty of God, as taught in the ixth of Romans, 
without takmg different ground from what thofe have, to 
whom the apoitle himfelf has made reply. If any thing is to 
be gained by objecting to a dodtrine, which is taught as divine, 
it muft be upon the principle of its not being actually of divine 
authority. But do the objectors, we have to encounter upon 
this fubjeét, think of carrying their point by outmatching the 
apoftle Paul, and bringing him under the imputation of incul- 
cating fentiments without due authority ? If not, why infift upon 
thofe very cavils, which he has confronted and overthrown? 
Let thofe, who are diffatisfied with the things here fubmitted to 
their infpection, bring forward fome difficulty, that the 2poltle 
himfelf has not folved, and they will be entitled to confidera- 
tion. Otherwife, let them ferioufly inquire of themfelves, 
whether they are not fighting againft God. 

3. lf any, who profeis to love God, and to revere his word, 
do, neverthele(s, feel themielves grieved with what has been 
urged in the difcuffion of the prefent fubje&, they are humbly 
invited to inquire, how far the folidity of their objections may 
not be reafonably fufpected from the confideration, that, in 
this caufe, they are in perfe& harmony with the moft implaca- 
ble of God’s enemies. The, enemies of religion and religious 
truth hate to hear of the divine fovereignty, as exercifed in 
giving to others that pre-eminence, which they covet to them- 
felves. The moft bitter revilers of religion and its divine Au- 
thor are peculiarly inimical to that doétrine, which affures 
them, that all things are of God; and that he determines, ir- 
' reverlibly, who fhall be faved and who not. Upon this fubje& 
their unfandctified feelings rife to an eminent pitch. But let di- 
vine fovereignty be wholly in their favour, and not a word 
would they have to object. Their hatred of the doétrine pro- 
ceeds from their own partiality ; and how can thofe of a cen- 
trary 
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trary temper join with them in detefting it? If, from the ob- 
{curity of certain texts of icripture, it fhould become eafy to 
conceive, that they countenanced fome favourite fpecies of 
wickednefs, who are thofe that would fall in with fuch a con- 
ftruction? and who would oppofe it ? Thofe who hate the fov- 
ereignty of God would make much of fuch an opportunity to 
uphold themfelves in iniquity. Let it be carefully confidered, 
whether their love, in the one cafe, and their hatred, in the 
other, be not from the fame fource; and let not the friends of 
truth be afraid of being too unlike its enemies. 

4. We infer, that it is no reafon for diffidence in the truth of 
our do¢trine, that it is fiercely aflailed, and with weapons, too, 
that have, at firlt view, a very formidable alpec@. When it was 
preached by Paul, it had heavy artillery brought againit it. 
A plea, equally weighty, at leaft, with any brought into action 
in our times, was then hurled, as if it were a dart dipped in 
poifon, viz. that the moral perfections of God were impeached. 
And if the apottle ftood up undaunted againft fuch oppofition, 
and perfifted in his caufe, let not thofe defpair of fuccefs, who 
are enlifted in the fame warfare. 


A PREDESTINARIAN. 
Nore. Let it be carefully impreffed, that God does not ele& fome 


Lecaufe they are lefs criminal than others, nor reprobate fome becaufe 
they are the moft criminal. 








ON COVENANTING WITH GOD. 
PART II. 
( Continued from Page 74.) 


VARIETY of interefting remarks naturally offer them- 
felves from a review of the preceding fubject on cov- 
enanting, and keeping covenant with God. 

I.. The great and inexcufeable wickednefs of all perfons, 
who, under the light of the gofpel, neglect truly to return to 
God, to take his covenant upon them, and honour him in all 
his inftitutions. They fin againft the authority, exprefs com- 
mands, and known will of God. They rob him of that wor- 
fhip which is his unalienable right, and their reafonable fer- 
vice. They fin againft the wonderful condefcenfion and good- 
nefs of God in reconciling the world unto himfelf by Jefus 
Chrift, and in entering into a covenant of peace with rebel- 
ious men. They fin againft all the light and grace of the 
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gofpel : againft all the commands of God which require them 
to repent, to believe on the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and to obferve all things whatfoever he hath commanded 
them. Againit his exprefs commands to remember and hon- 
our him at his table. ‘Vhis do in remembrance of me. ‘They 
fin againit the molt endearing example of Chrift, of the primi- 
tive Chriltians, and of the whole Chriflian church from its 
firit infticution to the prefent time. They fin againit that 
precious, that alluring promife of their Saviour, That whofo- 
ever thall confefs him before men, he wiil confefs alfo before 
his Father who its in heaven, and before his angels. It is fin- 
ning againit his di/pleafure, again{t their own mercies, and the 
lives of their own ijouis, tince he has aflured them, That who- 
foever fhali be athamed of him and of his words, of him fhall 
the Son of Man be afhamed when he fhall come in his own 
glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels. What in- 
calculable criminality is there im this ? It is inexcufeable wick- 
ednets. ‘T’o piead impenitence, unbelief, and unpreparednefs, 
is only to plead their wickednefs. Faith, repentance and a 
preparation to every good word and work, are the immediate 
duties of all men to whom the gofpel is fent. The gofpel 
feait is prepared, all things are ready. The ends of the earth 
may look and be faved. Nothing prevents but their own 
wickedne(s, their own unwillingnefs, their entire oppofition to 
God and holinefs. ‘T’his is their condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and they love darknefs rather than light. 
II. ‘That all attempts of unregenerate men to covenant 
with God, and pretences that they can do it confiftently, are 
abfurd and delulive. How can they, with the folemnity of 
an oath, avouch the Lord Jehovah to be their fovereign Lord 
and fupreme good, while their carnal minds are enmity againft 
him? When they will not have him to reign over them, and 
do not like to retain him even in their knowledge ! How can 
they give up themfelves to God through Jefus Chrift on the 
terms of the covenant of grace, when in their hearts they re- 
ject him? When they will not come unto him that they might 
have life? How can they covenant to walk in all the ftatutes 
and ordinances of God blamelefs, when there is no faith- 
fulnefs in their mouth, and their inward part is very wicked- 
nefs?(1) When there is no judgment in their goings.(2) 
How can they covenant or promife any thing in the name of 
Chrift, while they have no faith in him, no union to him, nor 
any fpiritual life, or covenant communications from him ? Does 
not every thing effential, in covenantinge with God, imply a 
new heart, love to him, and union with the Saviour ? Does 
not the Almighty, therefore, that he may have a covenant peo- 
ple 


(1) Psalm y. 9 (2) Isaiah lix. &. 
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ple, who fhall indeed be his, and that he may be their God, 
put his law in their imward parts, and write it in their 
hearts ?(1) Does he not, when he makes an everlatting cov- 
enant with his people, that he will not turn away from them to 
do them good, give them one heart and one way, that they 
may fear him forever, and that they may not depart from 
him ?(2) How do all natural men deceive themfelves while 
they imagine that they covenant with God in fincerity and 
truth, and that he is their covenant God and Father in Chritt ? 
Or that they do, or ever fhall keep covenant with him, while 
they continue in unregeneracy ? They cannot be accepted in 
covenanting with him, nor in their perions, nor in any of 
their performances : for men are accepted in Chrift the belov- 
ed only.(3) God can have no pleature in them: for without 
faith it is impoffible to pleafe him.(4) ‘They can have no 
communion with him, in time, nor in eternity. For without 
holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord.(5) 

III. That when, in covenanting with God, perfons make 
exceptions, in words or in their hearts, to the terms of the cov- 
enant, not renouncing all fin, and not determining to perform 
all known duties, they do not enter into covenant at all. They 
can lay no claim to covenant privileges. Norcan there be any 
fuch thing as keeping covenant with God without a conf{cien- 
tious avgiding of all known fin, and the performance of all 
known duties. The terms of the covenant are univerfal obe- 
dience. Thofe who only call Chrift Lord, while they negleé 
to do the things which he hath commanded them, can never 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. While men are not con- 
{cientious in the performance of all known duties, whether 
they refpeét God, their neighbour or themfelves, whether they 
be fecret, private or public, all their expectations of enjoying 
the bleffings of the covenant are delufive. ‘They are but fool- 
ifh virgins. When they fhall fay unto Chrift, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us, he will tell them, I know you not whence you 
are ; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 

IV. How great and awful is the guilt, and how dreadful 
will be the confequences of dealing falfely in God’s covenant ! 
Lying, perjury, and covenant-breaking are great crimes, when 
committed againft men ; but much greater {till when commit- 
ted againft God. The more direétly fin is committed 
againft God, his perfections and glory, the more heinous -it 
ts. ‘The apoftle Peter therefore reprefents the fin of Ananias 
as exceedingly aggravated on this account, that he had_ not 
lied upto men, but unto God.(6) This is the cafe with all 
thofe who covenant with him in hypocrify and deceit; and 


who 
(1) Jeremiah xxxi. 33. Heb. viii. 10. (2) Jeremiah xxxn. 39, 40: 
(3)Ephes.i.6. (4) Heb. xi. 6. (5) Heb. xii. 14. (6) Acts v. 4. 
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who take no proper care to keep covenant with him. They 
{wear falfely to their Maker. In his awful prefence, before 
angels and men, they call him to witnefs the truth and finceri- 
ty ‘of their vows, when they are made without a confcientious 
regard to either. What folemn perjury is this! What a pre- 
fumptuous profanation is it of that great and fearful name, 
the Lord our God, and of his holy ordinance! What trifling 
is it with him, and with the momentous concerns of eternity ! 

Further, for profeifors, after the moft folemn engagements, 
to take no confcientious heed to walk with God, is prefumptn-. 
ous and abominable wickednefs. _It involves in it not only the 
grofleft hypocrify and falfehood, but it is rebellion againft the 
mott exprefs and pofitive commands relative to their keeping 
covenant with him, and paying their vows. It is written, Thou 
fhalt keep my covenant therefore.{1) Keep therefore the 
words of this covenant and do them.(z2) When thou voweft 
a vow unto God, defer not to pay it: for God hath no plea. 
{ure in fools: pay that which thou haft vowed. Better is it 
that thou fhouldeft not vow, than that thou fhouldeft vow and not 
pay. Wherefore fhould God be angry at thy voice, and de- 
{troy the work of thy hands ?(3) The guilt of falfe profeffors 
is increafed and aggravated, in as much as defiled with all this 
hypocrify, deceit, covenant breaking, and rebellion againft 
the moft exprefs commands of God, they come to the Lord’s 
table, from month to month, and year to year, and eat and 
drink unworthily, and are guilty of the body and blood of 
Chrift. As it were at the foot of the crofs, in full view of the 
love and dying agonies of the Saviour, while he is evidently 
fet forth as crucified before their eyes, they ftill a& the fame 
prefumptuoufly wicked part, fealing their covenant vows in 
hypocrify and deceit. How often do they crucify the Son of 
God afrefh, and tread him under foot? What guilt can be 
compared unto this, except that of Judas in betraying his 
Lord ? Will not the confequences be dreadful to them, as they 
were to him ? Will they not go with him to their own place ? 
Will not their punifhment be equal to theit enormous wicked- 
nefs ? Shall not the congregation of hypocrites be defolate ? (4) 
Shall not their hope be as the giving up of the ghoft? Is not 
Chrift’s fan in his hand? Will he not thoroughly purge his 
floor, gather the wheat into his garner, and burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire ?(5) Will it not be more tolerable in 
the day of judgment for Sodom and Gomorrah, than for thofe 
who have thus violated the covenant of their God ? 

V. This paper not only adminifters folemn reproof to cov- 
enant breakers in general, but particularly to perfons of this 
character of various defcriptions. Some 


(1) Gen. xvii. 9. (2) Deut. xxix. 9. (3) Eccles, v. 4, 5, 6. 
(4) Job. xv. 34. (5) Matt. iii. 12. 
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Some there are, who, notwithftanding their folemn cove- 
nant with God and their brethren, will, for tome private pique, 
again{t their paftor, or againit fome particular broiher or filter, 
entirely withdraw themielves from their communion. Though 
their brethren can difcover no jult occafion for it, and uie all 
pacific and prudent meaiures to reclaim them, yet they oblti- 
nately perfilt in withdrawing themielves both from their com- 
munion and worfhip. They join themfelves to no other 
church, and for many years, even to their dying day, neglect 
to honour Chrilt in the facrament of his holy tupper. ‘They 
will not hear their brethren of the church, will riot fubmit 
themfelves to them, as Chrift has commanded, and as they had 
covenanted ; will not even worfhip with them, nor do the leatt 
thing to maintain the worfhip and ordinances of God among 
them, which they had exprefsly bound themielves by covenant 
to do. Have not fuch perfons broken covenant with God and 
their brethren? Do they not perifift in their wickednefs ? Are 
they not going to judgment laden with grofs and inexcufeable 
iniquity ? With hypocrify, breach of covenant, malevolence 
and felf-will? Is not this really the cafe, with all thofe who 
withdraw themfelves from their brethren and the divine ordi- 
nances, for fome private offence, or fault in their brethren, 
which others cannot difcover? Even fuppofing fome brother 
hath been faulty, can this be a warrant for them to violate 
their covenant, and forfake the ordinances of Chrift ? Certainly 
it cannot. 

Others there are who are found guilty of falfehood, fraud, 
theft, intemperance, adultery and other fcandalous offences, 
yet when their brethren, in faithfulnefs to God and to them, at- 
tempt to reclaim them, by the difcipline of the gofpel, they 
fhow themfelves to be haughty fcorners. They refufe to hear 
their brethren and confefs their faults, as Chrift hath com- 
manded them. Inftead of this they hate their faithful pattors 
and brethren, and fpeak all manner of evil againft them. 
They forfake their worfhip, manifeft an implacable and re- 
vengeful {pirit, employing their utmoft exertions and influence 
to injure and ruin the churches with which they had covenant- 
ed to walk in brotherly love ; and by all means to edify and 
build up each other. They proceed from fin to fin, from one 
grofs violation of their covenant to another. Do not they, 
like Judas, betray their Lord, and exhibit fad evidence that 
they are irreclaimable finners? Do they not treat the blood of 
the covenant as an unholy thing ? Can there remain for them 
any more facrifice for fin? Any thing but a fearful looking for 
of judgment, and fiery indignation, which fhall devour the 
adverfaries ? If he that defpifed Mofes’ law died without mer- 
cy, of how much forer punifhment fhall they be thought wor- 
thy, 
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thy, who thus defpife the authority, and tread under foot the 
Son of God? 

There are other profeifors who grofsly-violate their covenant 
vows by an omitlion of the duties of religion. They caf off 
fear and reftrain prayer betore God, in the clofet and in their 
families. ‘They in a great meafure, if not wholly, omit family 
government and religion. They pay no confcientious atten- 
tion to the bringing up of their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Though thefe duties were exprefly 
ftipulated in the ac of covenanting, and though they are 
cease inculcated in the divine word, yet they difregard 
them. They alfo too much negle& the affembling of them- 
felves together, and other duties of religion : efpecially the du- 
ties of their particular relations. 

There is yet another fort of profeffors, who, though they are 
zealous for fome parts of religion, yet are gr ofs covenant 
breakers. ‘They are not uniform and confiftent in their relig- 
ion. They do not, like Cornelius, unite piety and righteouf- 
nefs in their character ; their prayers and their alms do not af- 
cend up before God. Some are externally very pious. They 
pray often, are zealous for the public worfhip, and talk much 
concerning religion; but they do not work righteoutnels. 
They are unfaithful, unrighteous, covetous, worldly-minded, 
and not confcientious in the performance of relative duties. 
Others have a fair outlide as it refpeéts men. They are exter- 
nally honelt and liberal, but they have no piety towards God. 
Both thefe charaéters violate their covenant vows, and are def- 
titute of true religion. They covenanted to be pious, right- 
eous and charitable, and to walk in all God’s commandments ; 
in the performance of the duties of both tables ; of one no leis 
than the other. 

Some profeflors are very zealous for fome branches of pietr, 
while they, in a manner, negleé all the other. Though they 
are very deficient in their attendance on the public worthip 
and ordinances in general; though they appear to be inordi- 
nately attached to the world, are carelefs and loofe livers, yet 
they are zealous and pun€ual to attend on the Lord’s Supper. 
In this they feem to place a great part of their religion. By 
this they feem to expect to make an atonement for all their 
neglects of God sind deficiencies in other duties. Perfons of 
all thefe characters are covenant-breakers, and ftand reproved 
by our fubje@. They are all triflers with God and their own 
fouls. They will, doubtlefs, continuing in their prefent ftate, 
be finally cut afunder, and have their portion with hypocrites. 
In the character of all true Chriftians there is uniformity and 


fymmetry; piety, righteoufneis and charity. ‘Then they are 
not 
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not afhamed when they have refpect unto all God’s command- 
ments.(1) 

VI. With what holy fear and trembling, with what cau- 
tion, felf-examination and prayerfulnefs ought perfons to cov- 
enant with God? As it is a moft folemn and interelting tranf- 
action, the heart fhould be moft deeply impreffled, and filled 
with great concern to covenant fincerely in the love of God 
and in the faith of the gofpel: and alfo with the moft fixed 
refolutions, through the grace of God, to keep covenant with 
him. With what ferioufnefs and impartiality fhould they exe 
amine themfelves whether they are born of God? Whether 
their hearts are broken for fin ? Whether théy are fo united to 
the Redeemer by faith and love, as that they may expect grace 
and influence from him, enabling them to keep their covenant 
vows ? Whether they really covenant with God in obedience 
to his will, for his glory, and the good of others? How cau- 
tious fhould they be of deceiving themfelves and of covenant- 
ing, merely becaufe it is cuftomary where they refide, or to ob- 
tain fome external advantages for themfelves or children ; or 
to obtain a name, honour, or fome worldly good ? How fhould 
they pray to God to fearch them, and to try their heart and 
their reins, and lead them in the way everlalting! 

Having covenanted with God, with what vigilance, prayer- 
fulnefs, conftancy and zeal fhould they keep covenant with 
him ? Having named the name of Chrift, how careful fhould 
they be, not only to depart from all iniquity, but to fhine as 
lights in the world, and bear much fruit, that their Father who 
is in heaven may be glorified ? How fhould they ftrive to ex- 
cel in all the duties of private and public life? And to be con- 
ftantly growing in knowledge and in grace? How fhould 
they add to faith virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, god- 
lineis, brotherly-kindnefs and charity : that they may neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
In the practice of thefe duties they will adorn the doétrine of 
God our Saviour. They will be moft ufeful in their families, 
and in the world ; they will have the moft fenfible communion 
with God, the fweeteft peace in their own fouls, and fhall nev- 
er be fuffered to fall. Finally, fo an entrance fhall be minifter- 
ed unto them abundantly, into the everlafting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrilt. 


(Zo be continued.) 
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For the MassacHusetrs M. MAGAZINE. 


A LETTER. 


The following Letter, covering a TEN DOLLAR BILL, 
was found in the meeting-houfe at Holles, N. H. 
on the morning of a Sabbath in May laft, on 
which a collection for the N. H. Miflionary So- 
ciety was expected. 


Rev. Sir, 


WOULD thank you to communicate thefe few lines to 

the friends of Zion, if you fhould think proper, after you 
have perufed them, that they may know what God has done 
forme. Il once thought that if I lived a moral life, I ftood 
fair for heaven. But God was pleafed to teach me to the con- 
trary by thefe paflages of Scripture: “ Except your righteoufne/s 
exceed the righteou/ne/s of the Scribes and Pharifces, ye fhall in no cafe 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. Your righteoufneffes are as filthy 
rags and polluted garments. Except ye repent ye ball all likewife per- 
i/o. 1 then faw that God would be jutt if I fhould perith for- 
ever ; for I had no righteoufiiefs of my own, nor a difpofition 
to repent, although Chrilt faid, Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden,and I will give you ref. And he that cometh 
unto me I will in no wife caff out. Chrift did not only appear 
willing in thefe texts, but through the Bible, and in every fer- 
mon | heard he manifefted to me a willingnefs to fave the great- 
eft of finners (of whom I am chief.) if they would accept of 
him as Offered in the gofpel. But the plague of my heart was 
fo great, as to prove this text of Scripture to be true, which 
fays, Ye will not come to me that ye might have life. The painful 
fituation I was then in, caufed greater diftrefs of mind than can 
be deicribed by pen and ink, and I thould have continued to 
reject Chrift and fealed my own deftruétion fure, had he not by 
his all conquering grace fo far fubdued my rebellious heart, 
that I was willing to yield myfelf unconditionally to him, with- 
ing him to glority himfelf, let what would become of me. I 
then felt a peaceful calmnefs in my mind, and continued fo for 
a number of days, not knowing that I could claim the promifes 
of God. The Bible now appears to me to be a new book, 
Chriltians appear lovely fo far as they bear the image of Chrift, 
holinefs defirable and fin hateful. I have found more happi- 
nefs in religion than I can find language to exprefs. At this time 
fT thought much about the falvation of perifhing finners, efpe- 
¢ially about the poor heathen, who are deprived of the glorious 
gofpel 
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gofpel of Chrift. I thought it my duty to give fomething to- 
wards fupporting the gofpel amongit them. Although I am 
a poor girl and have nothing but my hands to help myfelf with, 
I thought over how much | might make in a year with a com- 
mon bleffing, and thought I would give five dollars to fend the 
goipel amongit the heathen. But 1 was fo bleiled that I can 
give ten dollars, and yet have more than double what I expedt- 
ed. This I relate to encourage all thofe that have a defire to 
help the heathen. Knowing that there are fome who fay that 
they would be glad to give, but they are not able, I fhall take 
the liberty to afk.them a queftion or two. Have you not pro- 
feffedly given yourfelves and all you have to God, and made 
the greateft good your objec&t? Have you not feen the time 
when you would have given the whole world if you had it in 
poffeffion for the falvation of your foul? The foul of a poor 
heathen I think is of as much importance as yours, and when 
there are thoufands perifhing for want of the knowledge of the 
gofpel, can vou not, yea, will you not, give fomething to fupport 
the gofpel amongft the poor ignorant heathen, when the caufe 
is fo glorious? 


A FRIEND TO THE HEATHEN. 
Rev. Ex: Smitu,. 
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For the MassacHusetTs Misstonary MAaGagiInNe. 
Messrs. Epitors, 


RELATIONS of Religious Exercifes are, no doubt, frequently 
perverted to bad purpofes. They prove injurious to thofe, who take 
occafion from them, either to defpair, because they may, in fome ree 
Spel, differ from what they have experienced themfelves ; or to hope, 

ecaufe they may, in fome refpeds, agree with the exercifes of their 
own minds. But, when properly improved, relations, whether read 
before a congregation or made public in print, may, by divine grace, 
be the means of convidtion to finners and of edification to faints. If 
you confider the following, which was communicated to a church in 
Maffachufetis, in the year 1801, as calculated to anfwer either of the 
above falutary purpofes, you will pleafe to give it a place in your ufe- 
ful publication. THEOPHILUS. 


RELATION OF MRS. H—. 


LTHOUGH I have been fo highly favoured as to live 
in a place, where I have, from childhood, enjoyed a 
preached 
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preached gofpel and many other means of religious inftruc- 
tion; yet I fpent many years of my life in finful folly and 
thoughtlefs fecurity, forgetful of God and regardlefs of eter- 
nal things. I had no concern about a future ftate, until feve- 
ral years ago, my health was much reduced, and it was the 
opinion of my friends and of myfelf that I had but a fhort 
time to live. I was fenfible that I was not prepared to die, 
and the apprehenfion of death terrificd me. As the profpeé 
of death became nearer, my concern increafed. Worldly hap- 
pinefs appeared of lefs value, and future happinefs of 
all things the moft important. In this fituation, I at length 
thought that I was willing to die, provided I could be happy 
S atadines, This, I vainly imagined, was true fubmiflion to 
God’s will; and for a time | enjoyed a kind of falfe peace 
and comfort. I have great reafon to blefs God that he did 
not leave me to relt in this refuge of lies, till I had finned 
away my day of grace! [am now convinced that my heart 
was then wholly felftth, and that I was not difpofed to fubmit 
to God any farther than I thought it would be for my own in- 
tereft. As my health returned, I grew more thoughtlefs, till 
fome time ago, hearing a fermon, in which, encouragement 
was given to the vile‘t finners to come to Chrifi, and receive 
mercy, I thought I had a detire that fome prefent, whom I 
viewed as great finners, would attend to it and obey it ; when 
the thought inftantly ftruck me, that I was one of thofe vile 
finners to whom the fermon was addrefled. It appeared to me 
probable, that 1 was a much greater finner than thofe to whom 
I had fuppofed the difcourfe ‘applicable, as they might have 
been left to a&t out all the wickednefs of their hearts, whereas 
I had been left to act out but a fmall part of the wickednefs of 
mine. From this time I was brought under ferious and great 
concern. ‘The preaching which I heard feemed to be addreff- 
ed tome. My danger of falling into the hands of an angry 
God appeared great and imminent. In this frame of mind, I 
felt great and fenfible oppofition of heart to the doétrines of 
the gofpel. I was told that I was totally depraved, that every 
exercife of my heart was enmity againft God: but I did not 
feel my heart to be fo defperately ‘wicked. I was told that I 
might be faved if I would, and that it was all my own fault 
that I did not obtain mercy: but I thought that fo far from 
being unwilling to be faved, there was nothing I defired fo 
much or {trove fo much to obtain as an intereft in Chrift. I 
was told that God would have mercy on whom he would 
have mercy, and that he was not under the leaft obligation to 
have mercy on me: this I confidered as hard and unequal. 
Sometimes I thought I had a heart and did ftrive to reform 
myfelf. At other times I would endeavour to apply encour- 
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aging paflages of {cripture to myfelf, and flatter myfelf that 
God had already given me a new heart. 

But as my conviction increafed, I had a greater fight and 
fenfe of the dreadful wickednefs of my heart. ‘Till, one eve- 
ning in laft March, I became fully convinced that my heart 
was totally depraved and that I was wholly oppofed to God 
and to the gofpel of his Son. I faw that I was utterly unwil- 
ling that God fhould be God, and that I had no defire to fub- 
mit to his will or to be faved on his terms. — I felt that I abfo- 
lutely hated God and every thing good. My heart appeared 
to me to be more the heart of a devil than of a human crea- 
ture. Being, at this time, informed of the hopeful converfion 
of a near neighbour, and afked if I could not rejoice at 
the happy news, I was obliged to own that I could not. It 
made me angry to think that God would have mercy on oth- 
ers and leave me: and I envied all thofe who I thought had 
been born again. 

With thele feelings, I retired to reft.° I was fenfible that 
they were utterly unreafonable and inexcufeable. I faw 
clearly that I deferved to go to hell. I thought, that if but 
one foul was to be made a monument of God’s eternal wrath, 
I muit and ought to be that foul. This appeared to me to be 
fo reafonable and juft, that I thought I would not ftrive any 
more about my own falvation ; but let right be done. I 
thought that I would no longer oppofe Divine Juttice, but be 
willing to have God glorified in my deferved deitruction. My 
mind was inftantly calm. I hada new fet of feelings. God 
appeared jult, good, amiable and glorious. It feemed to me 
I loved him with my whole heart: and that I alfo loved eve- 
ry creature. I thought of fome perfons, whom I had confider- 
ed as my greatelt enemies, and had even believed it a virtue to 
hate : now I could love them and pray for them. ‘The way 
of falvation, through the merits of Chrilt alone, now rofe 
fweetly into view. Chrift appeared glorious, the chiefeft 
among ten thoufands, and one altogether lovely. All my ob- 
jections againtt thofe doctrines of the gofpel, which tend to ex- 
alt God and abafe man, in the work of falvation, vanifhed. I 
did not, at firft, think this was converfion: but I have fince 
been led to hope that it was. From that time to this I have 
frequently had fimilar views and feelings ; but I have, fome- 
times, fuch an awful fenfe of the infinite wickednefs of my 
heart, that it feems prefumption to hope that I was ever recon- 
ciled to God. But, notwithitanding, I cannot but think, that, 
at times, I have a fincere and fupreme regard for the glory of 
God, and a defire to obey his will. 
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To the Editors of the Massacuvsetrs M. MaGAZzINeE 
GENTLEMEN, 


AS you requeft your correfpondents to furnifh you with effays on 
doétrinal fubjeds, I fend to you the following dialogues, to be inferted 
in your Magazine, or not, as you fball judge’ ‘proper. 

N. P, 


—a +- @ 


DIALOGUES 


BETWEEN AGNOSTES AND PHILALETHES ON THE 
DOCTRINE OF THE DIVINE DECREES, &c. 


T has often been very difagreeable to me, and real- 
Agnoftes ly unaccountable, to find that many perfons, and 
even thofe who appear to be good men, believe, preach and 
zealoufly attempt to propagate the doétrines of the decrees of 
God, election, &c. and call them do&rines of grace, profefling to 
take great fatisfaction and pleafure in them ; which are to me 
very odious, and appear very abfurd ; and involve many evil 
and dangerous confequences, which are unanfwerable objections 
to them, which I have heard made by many, and fome of 
them great and learned men. Will you be fo good, Sir, as to 
tell me what you think of thefe doérines? I hope you do not 
approve of them, for I own I love to hear them condemned. 

Philalethes. Sir, this is an important fubje@, as it involves 
the character of God and of man, and fo far as we err from the 
truth on thefe points, and our hearts are in it, we fhall have 
wrong conceptions, and feelings, and exercifes of heart both re- 
fpecting God and ourfelves, which may prove fatal to us. 

Ag. ‘Though what you have already obferved makes it fuf- 
ficiently evidently to me that you are in favour of them, yet I 
with to hear you particularly ftate and explain them, and an- 
{wer the objections which are made again{t them. 

Phil. lam ready to declare now, and at all proper times, 
that I firmly believe thefe doétrines, as 1 underftand them; 
that they-are in a clear manner and abundantly revealed in the 
{cripture ; are doctrines according to godlinefs ; that the Bible 
cannot be underftood, if they are rejected ; and that all the ob- 
jections that have been or can be made to them are without 


foundation, and can be, and indeed have already been fully an- 


iwered. 
But according to your account of yourfelf, you are fo ftrong- 
ly prejudiced againtt thefe doctrines, and have got into a con- 
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firmed habit and cuftom difpofing you to hear them mentioned 
with difguit, fo as to prevent your attending to what may be 
faid in favour of them with any degree of ferioufneis and can- 
dour ; there is reafon to fear that what I, or any one elfe can 
fay in vindication of them, will not convince you that you are 
in an error, or do you any good, but the contrary. 

4g. If you look on me in fo bad a light, and defpair of 
doing me any good, you will not furely attempt it. But, Sir, 
I think you are too cenforious. Lown I have not fo bad an 
opinion of myfelf. I think I am honeit, and endeavour to live 
a moral life, which many do not, and muft fuppofe that I am 
better than they are, and do much more than they, by which 
I truft God is well pleafed. 

It is of no great importance what do¢trines a man believes, 
if his life and practice be good. I endeavour to live accord- 
ing to the light I have, and do as well as I can, and doubt 
not that a merciful God will accept of me, and give me falva- 
tion. However, I will try to put on all the patience and can- 
dour of which lam matter, and ferioufly attend, while you 
explain and vindicate the doétrines you hold, and wifh you 
would do it. 

Phil. Sir! you are quite wrong in condemning me as cen- 
forious, for fuppofing you to be of the fame difpofition and 
character which you had exprefsly taken to yourfelf but a few 
minutes paft, in this very converfation. I believed you when 
you faid it, as I have known many others who oppofe the doc- 
trines now in queftion, to feel towards and treat them juit as 
you have faid you have done. And you have madea mif- 
take in reprefenting me as defpairing that you, or others of your 
difpofition and fentiments would ever be convinced of your 
error, and of the truth of the doctrines which I believe. I on- 
ly faid, there was reafon to fear this would not take place, 
which is confiftent with a hope that it may, and confequently 
with encouragement to attempt it. I have known perfons as 
much prejudiced and as ignorant as you appear to be, refpect- 
ing thefe doctrines, who have been at length fo difpofed to at- 
tend to arguments in favour of them, as to be convinced in 
their judgment and confcience that they are the doétrines of 
the Bible. And while under this conviction, the Spirit of God 
has fo changed their hearts as that they have cordially em- 
braced them, not only as true, but as important, excellent, 
{weet and comforting truths. 

As to your notion that it is of no great importance, and in- 
deed no matter what men believe, it their lives be good, it 
tends to prevent taking much pains to fearch after truth; for 
why fhould we be much concerned to find out what is truth, 
which can do us little or no good? But I hope you will re- 
linquifh 
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linguifh this abfurd notion, fo cortrary to fcripture and com- 
mon fenfe. If truth and the belief and knowledge of it be of 
no importance, the Bible is a needlefs book, for that is a reve- 
Jation of the ¢rush, and it is of no worth in any other view. 
There we have a chain of connected, confiftent, important 
truth, which ts by way of eminence called rue TRUTH, to which 
Chrilt fays he came into the world to bear witnefs. To come 
to the knowledge and cordial belief of this truth is reprefented 
as effential in order to falvation, and connected with it. And 
not believing and loving the truth, is connected with ftron 
delufion, and final deftruétion. And who can read the epiftles 
oi the apoitles, efpecially thofe of Paul, without obferving their 
care and zeal in detecting and oppoling error, and vindicaang 
Joétrines of the gofpel, i in which it really confifted. And 

he latter exhorts Timothy to take heed what doétrines he 
vided, and be careful to preach thofe only by which all 
who cordially embraced them fhould be faved, implying that 
there were falfe doctrines, which, if preached to men, and were 
heartily received by them, would iffue in their deftruction. 
Therefore they who preach no diftinguifhing doétrines, aswell 
as they w ho preach falfe doctrines, are fuch preachers as Paul 
would not recommend. . 

But afide from fcripture, this notion is moft unreafonable 
and abfurd. It fuppofes that all the moral good, of which 
men are capable, confifts in thofe external actions which are 
difting from all exercifes of the heart as connected with and 
produced by them, in which external actions, thus confidered, 
there is no more moral good, than there is in the motions of a 
tree produced by the wind. All real morality effentially con- 
fifts in the moral exerciles of the heart, by which external ac- 
tions are produced ; and thefe exercifes of heart are morally 
good or bad, accordingly as the motives, principles, or fuppof- 
ed truths or doétrines believed, on which thele exercifes are 
founded, are good or bad, or have their erp gce ae in truth or 
falfehood. If the latter, they are all morally bad, if the for- 
mer, they are morally good. How abfard i is it then to talk of 
morality and virtue as confilling in external actions, which do 
not {pring from any good principles or motives; but from bad 
ones, or from none at all! 

Itis worthy of obfervation, that you and all thofe who zeal- 
oufly efpoufe and propagate this opinion are apparently incon- 
fifttent with yourfelves, and that in two ways. Firff, in that 
while you are intifting upon this doctrine, and withing to make 
all believe it, that it is no matter what men believe, if their 
lives be good, you are, in direc contradiction to the doétrine 
you efpoufe and to yourfelves, reprefenting this dodfrine as im- 
portant to be believed by all. Secondly, While you are incul- 
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cating the notion, that it is no matter what doétrines men be- 
lieve, you appear to be greatly difpleafed with, and enemies to 
the {cheme of doétrines called Ca/vini/m, and endeavour to run 
them down, and reprefent them as hurtful delufion, and very 
difhonourable to God: and appear to be great friends to the 
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oppofite fcheme, called Arminian doétrines, and to affociate with 


thofe who efpoufe them, and endeavour to propagate them. 
And it is obfervable that thofe minifters, who endeavour to 
preach fo as to fteer clear of the doétrines that are peculiar to 
the Calviniftic or Arminian {cheme, and for reafons which may 
eafily be known by the attentive and judicious, endeavour to 
conceal their real fentiments on thefe points ; and the better to 
cover and juftify themfelves in their way of preaching, infift 
that thefe doctrines are of no importance, and it is no matter 
what men believe, if their lives be good: it is obfervable, I 
fay, that fuch minifters give clear evidence many ways that 
they are friends to Arminian doé¢trines, efpecially by aflociat- 
ing moft with thofe who are friendly to them, and endeavour- 
ing to promote fuch as candidates for preaching and the min- 
iftry. In fhort, it is evident to all who attend well to the mat- 
ter, that all who efpoufe and propagate the notion, that if men’s 
lives be regular, it is of no importance what their creed is, are 
not friendly to Calviniftic doctrines; but are really friends to 
the contrary. 

I therefore hope you will wholly difcard this foolifh, wicked, 
unfcriptural, abfurd notion, which has been fo often advanced 
for finitter ends ; and attend to the fubject before us with a be- 
lief and fenfe of the infinite importance that we fhould all know 
and practife the truth. 

I have before obferved, that the fubject we are about to en- 
ter upon, involves the divine character, and the character of 
man, fo that they who differ and oppoie each other in their fen- 
timents on this fubjeét, differ as much in their thoughts and 
opinion of God and of man ; and this their difference in fenti- 
ments originates in their different and oppofite ideas of the 
character of God and of man. Therefore, they who think 
alike and agree refpecting thofe characters, will be of one mind 
refpecting the doétrines in queftion: and fo far as they differ 
in their ideas and conceptions of God and man, they will differ 
in their fentiments on this fubjec&t. And 1 may add, that men 
generally agree or differ in their fpeculations and views of the 
character of God and man, according to the moral ftate and 
difpofition of-their own hearts, for the moral character of God 
and man is that on which the decifion of queftions on this 
fubje& turns, of which men will generally judge, according to 
the tafte and difpofition of their own hearts. If their hearts 
be right, and conformed to the moral perfection of God, they 
No. 3. Vol. II. Q mult 
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muft be pleafed with his moral character, and will naturally, 
unlefs there be fome intervening impediment in the way, dif- 
cern the truth and judge right on this fubjea&t. If, on the con- 
trary, the heart be of a bad difpofition, contrary to the truth, 
and confequently an enemy to the moral charaéter of God, 
and difpleafed with it, this will influénce his {peculative judg- 
ment, and lead him to think he has good reaton and {trong ar- 
guments in favour of the error which is agreeable to his heart, 
unlefs fomething takes place to prevent his under ftanding and 
judgment being influenced and governed by the inclination 
and dictates of the heart, which may be, and fometimes, if not 
often, is the cafe. I fay generally, and if no {pecial impediment 
intervene to prevent ; for in fome inftances, and. in how many 
we cannot fay, perions of very corrupt hearts, and vicious in- 
clinations, which are indulged by them, yet in their fpeculative 
fentiments and judgment are convinced of the truth, and will 
argpe well and zealoufly for it, and {how the unreafonablenefs 
and abfurdity of the contrary errors. ‘This may be the effect 
of an early good education, by which their reafon was con- 
vinced of the truth, before the contrary inclination of ‘their 
hearts was fo ftrong and perceivable, and ney gradually get 
habituated to this way of thinking, and they live among thofe 
who profefledly embrace the truth, and they often hear the 
reafons for it, and the oppofite error condemned and confuted ; 
and it may be their parents, relations, and the party with whom 
they are connected are profeffed friends to the truth. From 
thefe caufes, and many others which it is needlefs to 
mention, men may hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs, and be 
ftrong advocates for it, while their hearts really oppofe it, and 
they be at the fame time infenfible of it. 

On the other hand, there may be perfons whofe hearts are 
in a degree morally good, who really love the truth, who yet, 
by education, and in other ways, early, in f{peculation, imbibe 
itrong prejudices againft the truth, and by hearing it often 
greatly milreprefented and fpoken againft, and fet in the wort 
light, as moft unreafonable, dangerous and hurtful, their pre- 
judices are more and more confirmed and habitual, fo that 
they can hardly bear to hear thefe doctrines mentioned, and 
choofe not to think of them ; hence it is difficult, and even im- 
poflible in fome inftances, to convince them of their {peculative 
errors, or perfuade them properly to attend to the fubjedét, 
while at the fame time the moral and religious exercifes. of 
their hearts are in a prevailing degree, agreeable to the truth, 
and oppofite to their errors in f{peculation. 

Confidering all this, it certainly becomes every one carefully 
to attend to his own heart, and be concerned to ftudy and 
think on this fubject with an Loneft and good heart, and admit 
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nothing in {fpeculation as true, which is not agreeable to the 
dictates of fuch a heart, and that he is not governed by any 
prejudice, or bias of an evil heart, in his reafoning and form- 
ing a judgment concerning it. And it becomes us to think 
and fpeak of thofe do&rines which affect the character of God, 
and have a more immediate refpe& to that, with ferioufnefs, 
reverence and caution, left we fhould inadvertently, or while we 
imagine we are doing the contrary, think and {peak in a man- 
ner difhonourable to him. In the view, and with an impref- 
five fenfe of all this, let us with reverence and godly fear attend 
dire&tly to the fubjecét before us. And fince the charaéter of 
God is fo much concerned and implied in it, as has been ob- 
ferved, it is proper and neceflary firft to attend to that, and 
confider what God is as he is revealed in the holy {criptures. 

The God made known in the Bible exifts neceffarily, with- 
out beginning or end, abfolutely independent, unchangeable in 
his being, attributes, perfections, ideas or thoughts, and “@fe- 
figns: his power is infinite, he 1s omnifcient and omniprefent. 
Thefe are called the natural perfeGtions of God in diftin&ion 
from what are termed his moral perfections; which are his in- 
finite, unchangeable wifdom, goodnefs, integrity or juftice, 
truth and faithfulnefs: all which is denoted by thefe names, is 
comprehended in Love. Therefore it is faid in the fcriptures, 
“ God is Love,” plainly denoting that Jove is the fum of the 
moral character of God, and really comprehends the whole of 
it, being united with his omnipotence, omnifcience, &c. from 
which refults, or rather, in which is comprehended, his infinite, 
unchangeable felicity in the knowledge and enjoymentof himfelf, 
which belongs to his moral perfection. It is to be obferved here, 
that the moral perfections of God, though diftinguifhed from 
thofe called natural, do fuppofe, and fo depend upon the latter, 
that they cannot exift without them; for where there are no 
natural powers, there cannot be any moral charaéter. 

Now fuch a Being exiting, muft determine what he will do, 
whether he will create any thing, or not; and if he determine 
to create, he can have nothing to confult and influence him in 
his determination but his own will and pieafure, and muft 
therefore of himfelf determine what he will do, and lay a plan 
of his works, perfectly pleafing to himfelf, including every 
creature and thing, whether inanimate, animate, or rational, 
with all their powers, circumftances, with all their motions 
and actions, of whatever kind or nature, and every event both 
— and fmall, with all their attendants and confequences 

rom the beginning to the end. A Being of infinite power, 
knowledge, wifdom, and goodnefs, muift thus determine and fix 
every thing, action and event, the molt minute as well as the 
greatelt, and could not avoid doing it, confiftent with his char- 
acter ; 
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acter; for he could not but know what was the wifeft and beft 
plan, including all that has been mentioned ; and his goodnefs 
could not but prefer fuch a plan and fix upon it to be executed 
in every particular included in it; for not to be pleafed with 
that which is wifeft and beft, and not to choofe it fhould take 
place, is contrary to goodnefs, and implies the worft and moft 
hateful character; and he has fufficient power to execute fuch 
a plan, dictated by infinite wifdom and goodnefs, in the moft ex- 
aét and perfect manner. It is therefore impoflible that any 
thing fhould be in the way, to prevent this, in any refpedt, or 
the leaft degree. Confequently every thing, motion and event, 
from the greateft to the leaft, contained in this projected plan, 
mutt be fixed from eternity by the purpofe and decree of God, 
and will certainly come to pafs; and not the leaft alteration 
could be made in it, without rendering it imperfect, unwife and 
evil. It is therefore demonitratively certain, from the reveal- 
ed character and -perfections of God, that he has from eternity 
foreordained whatfoever comes to pafs. And to deny, or even 
doubt of this, is an impeachment of the divine chara¢ter, his 
infinite wifdom and goodnets, of his unlimited power and un- 
derftanding ; and is a fort and degree of blafphemy, and a 
contradiction to what is abundantly afferted in the holy fcrip- 
ture. 

The Bible, from the beginning to the end, is on this plan, 
and in many ways afferts this doctrine. It is there declared, 
that God made all things for himfelf and for his pleafure ; 
that he hath done whatfoever he pleafed in heaven and on 
earth, and in all deep places; that all his works are known un- 
to him from eternity ; that he is of one mind, and nothing can 
turn him; his counfel or decrees ftand forever,~and the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations ; he doth according to 
his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth, and none can ftay his hand ; that he worketh all 
things according to his eternal purpofe, after the counfel of 
his own will; that all things, which are done and take place 
by the inftrumentality and wicked agency of man, do come to 
pafs by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God. 
And the fame doétrine is aflerted in many ways, and numerous 
paflages in the Bible, which it is needlefs now to mention, as 
thofe which have been cited are more than fufficient to eftab- 
lifh the point we are confidering. 

I would now afk, What good man, who is a real, under- 
ftanding friend of God and man, can be difpleafed with this 

*doétrine ? Mutt he not be greatly pleafed and rejoice in know- 
ing that infinite knowledge, wifdom and goodnefs, clothed 
with omnipotence, has laid the wifeft and beit plan that can be, 
by which the greateft poflible good is promoted and will be 
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effeéted, in the brighteft difplay of the divine character and 
glory, and the greateft general happinels of creatures; and 
that this plan, including all things and events, which have 
been or fhall be, even every character, and all the actions of 
moral agents, is unalterably fixed by the decree of an un- 
changeable God ? Will it not be a great fupport and unfpeak- 
able comfort to fuch a man to be affured, that all things are 
unalterably fixed, and fhall come to pafs fo as to iflue in the 
greateft poffible good, on the whole, and that nothing can pre- 
vent it? and mutt not the contrary fuppofition, that all things 
are not ordered, and do not take place in the wifeft and belt 
manner, but might have been better on the whole, all things 
confidered ; and that there is no evidence that the iffue will be 
the beft that could be, but far otherwife ; 1 fay, muft not fuch 
a belief or fuppofition be molt difagreeable and diftrefling to 
{uch aman, and leave him, without fupport, to fink in dark- 
nefs and defpair ? 

4g. I acknowledge, Sir, that the doctrine which you advo- 
cate feems to be agreeable to the fcriptures which you men- 
tion, as you underftand them; and the arguments which you 
have mentioned appear plaufible, and the doétrine would be 
pleating, were it poffible ; and were there not great and ftrong 
objections, which are thought by many, and I believe to be, 
unan{werable, and fufficient to overthrow it. I am obliged to 
take my leave for the prefent ; but when I fhall have opportu- 
nity, I will, with your leave, ftate to_you the moft weighty of 
thefe objections, and hear how you will anfwer them. 

Phil. With all my heart. Adieu for the prefent. 

( To be continued.) | 
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AWFUL WARNINGS, 
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nie was in a populous Swifs village a pious and ex- 
cellent clergyman, who preached and lived with fuch 
holy zeal and exemplary piety, that many were converted un, 
der his miniftry. But there lived in the fame place a wicked 
and abandoned charaéter, who not only flighted all the means 
of grace, but turned the molt ferious matters and expreflions of 
his minifter into ridicule, and made them a public laughing 
{coff. Once he came very early in the morning to the public- 
houfe,. and began to intoxicate himfelf with liquor, repeating 
his old wicked tricks, profaning the name and word of God, 
and ridiculing the term converfion. “ Now,” fays he, “ I my- 
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{elf alfo wil] become a convert,”’ turning himfelf from one fide 
to the other, and dancing about in the room with a variety of 
foolifh gettures : he quickly left the room, fell down the ftairs, 
broke his neck, and expired as an awful monument of God’s 

moft righteous vengeance, which fometimes, even in this life, 
overtakes them that abufe his name, and prove a fcandal to 
their fellow-creatures. Evan. Mag. 

<> 


A worthy Protestant Clergyman in Mountpelier, related the follow- 
ing Awful Warning, upon the authenticity of which the Reader 
may rely ;—= 


A FEW years ago, feveral French foldiers, quartered in that 
part of the country, aflifted a good honeft peafant in gathering 
in his harveft. A thunder-{torm, accompanied by a torrent of 
rain, overtook them in the mid{t of their work. Being thus 
interrupted, they got fo angry, that they broke out in the moft 
blafphemous language againft the Holy One of Ifrael. ‘“ Had 
I but my gun;” faid the moft i impious among them, “ I would 
foon put this troublefome thunderer to filence.’ His wicked 
comrades laughed applaufe! but the fimple good peafant was 
fo fhocked with the enormity of his crime, that he fled, as it 
were, from the immediate deftruction, which he was afraid 
would overtake them: and foit was. The blafphemer had 
hardly finifhed his vain threatenings, when a tremendous clap 
of thunder was heard ;—four of the foldiers were ftruck dead 
on the {pct, and the fifth was carried fenfelefs to the city. 

Evan. Magazine, 
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OBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH xvii. 0. 


“ The heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked ; whe 


can know it ?” 


HE word heart is ufed in feripture to exprefs feveral 
things. ‘ The honeft and good heart,” is expreffive of a 

holy difpofition and relith, with a mind open to conviction, and 
difpofed candidly to feek, and readily to embrace divine truths. 
« A broken heart,”’ is expreflive of penitential grief, or godly 
forrow on account of fin. ‘ An evil and hard heart,” denotes 
perverfenefs and ftubbornnefs of difpofition. “To turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children,” is of the fame import as 
to unite them in fentiment, defign and purfuit. ‘ Let no man’s 
heart fail,” is of like meaning with the expreffion, let do man 
be difcouraged. ‘The want of a heart denotes want of under- 
ftanding 
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ftanding and prudence. ‘ Ephraim is like a filly dove without 
heart.” ‘* This people’s heart is waxed grofs, left at any time 
they fhould underftand with their heart,” &c. that is, they are 
in fuch a ftate of moral ftupidity as to receive no falutary im- 
preffions of divine wifdom. ‘ The prophets fpeak a vifion of 
their own heart®;” they prophecy according to their own incli- 
nations, or as they are biatled by felfifh views and confidera- 
tions. ‘ No man layeth it to heart;” no man gives himfelf 
any concern about the fubject. 

In thefé and in feveral other fenfes the word heart is ufed in 
the fcriptures. In general it is expreflive of moral character. 
A man of a good heart, is a man of a good moral charatter, or 
a truly benevolent man; and a man of a bad heart, is a wicked 
man or impenitent finner. 

In the paflage of {cripture umer confideration the word heart 
may be ufed to exprefs both intelleétual and moral charac- 
ter of man. The heart as deceitful feems remotely, at leaft, to 
refpec&t the judgment, and the underftanding, which, ftrictly 
fpeaking, are not moral qualities of the foul. To prattife de- 
ceit, the intellectual powers of man muit be employed; but then 
it is to be obferved, that deceitful practices originate from a 
wicked heart. But the heart, as de/perately wicked, evidently in- 
tends the moral condition or character of unrenewed man. 

The general idea comprifed in the paflage appears to be this, 
that the heart or moral character of man, and efpecially of 
unrenewed man, is extremely wicked, by which he is feduced 
into deceitful and erroneous apprehenfions of things, and led to 
falfe conclufions and purfuits. He deceives himfelf, and de- 
ceives others. The deceit and wickednefs of his heart are fo 

reat, that he cannot comprehend and fully know it, much lefs 
is it fully known to others. 

The obfervations which follow will principally relate to the 
deceitfulnefs of the heart, confidered in a complex fenfe, as imply- 
ing a wicked temper, and its natural confequences, a darkened 
underftanding and perverted judgment. The underitanding 
and all the intellectual faculties of the mind are greatly dark- 
ened and warped by the wickednefs of the heart. ‘ Havin 
the underftanding darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God, through the ignorance that is in them, becaufe of the 
blindnefs of the heart,’”’ that is, on account of the wickednefs of 
the heart. The light of divine truth is exceedingly difagreeable 
fo wicked men, and therefore they will not come to the light. 
It is through the wickednefs of their hearts that they are led to 
put darknefs for light, and light for darknefs ; bitter for fweet, 
and fweet for bitter ; good for evil, and evil for good. And 
from this fource it is that all their principal errors, at leaft, in 
fentiment, with relation to religious fubjects, originate. But are 

thefe 
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thefe errors of an innocent and harmlefs nature ? Far otherwife. 
Mankind are altogether criminal and without excufe for their 
intellectual darknets, for a biafled judgment, and for their erro- 
neous fentiments in religion. Moral depravity the grand 
fource of {peculative error, is of a voluntary nature; hence 
mankind are juftly accountable for all the erroms and evil con- 
fequences, refulting from it. | 

We fhall confider the deceitfulnefs of men’s hearts, with re- 
lation to each other, and with relationtothemfelves. TF irft, with 
relation to each other. How much artifice, deceit, and intrigue, 
are practifed by mankind, to impofe upon and deceive each 
other ! 

A late writer of diftinguifhed rank, abilities, and modern re- 
finement in manners, appears exceedingly folicitous in his epil- 
tolary correfpondence with his fgn, that he fhould poflefs accom- 
plithments, which would infure fifm the approbation and applaufe 
of the world. To effect this he perpetually inculcates it upon 
him, to practife, in many inftances, at lealt, deceit and hypocrify ; 
to feem to be, what in reality he was not ; to appear deeply to 
fympathize with the forrowful and afflicted, although he might 
fecretly rejoice at their fufferings ; to aflume the guile of friend- 
fhip and affection for thofe, whom he might defpife in his 
heart, and view with contempt; to proffer his aililtance to 
thofe, for whofe welfare he might have no concern, and to 
whom he might defign never to extend an act of kindnefs ; 
and to appear ferious and devout, when in company with the 
ferious and devout, although a perfeét libertine and infidel in 
heart. Thus in his Letters to his Son, while on his tour of 
Europe, he ltrongly recommended it to him to ifeem to be 
what in reality he was not. 

Thefe letters have been publifhed and had a very extenfive 
circulation in the literary and civilized world. They have 
‘been read by multitudes with great avidity, and by many the 
pernicious advice, which they contain, has been greedily im- 
bibed and itudioutly pradtifed. 

But to learn the art of deception, it is not neceffary to read 
thofe pettilential letters. It is an art, which mankind but too 
eafily learn, and in which they become proficients, without an 
inftructor. How foon are children felf-taught, and how foon 
do they difcover much adroitnefs in the art of diflimulation! 
How much ingenuity and addrefs do they foon difcover, in or- 
der to conceal their difobedience and other faults! And how 
does this evil trait of character grow with their growth, and 
{trengthen with their ftrength ! 

In the common intercourfe of life, how often is it the cafe, 
that we meet with thofe, whofe words are fmoother than oil, 


while war, and the moft treacherous defigns are in their hearts! 
To 
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To our faces they ate all complaifance, civility and kindnefs ; 
behind our backs, all is flander and evil {peaking. In how 
very few, comparatively, can we place confidence ! So general 
is the practice of deceit and treachery, where fhall we find thofe, 
to whom we dare reveal the fecrets of our breafts without fear 
of being betrayed ? How much occafion do we find for hear- 
kening to and profiting by the advice of the prophet, “ take ye 
heed every one of his neighbour, and truft ye not in any broth- 
er; for every brother will utterly fupplant, and every neigh- 
bour will walk with flanders. And they will deceive every 
one his neighbour, and will not fpeak the truth; they have 
taught their tongues to fpeak lies,” &c. 

In their mutual commerce and dealings with each other, 
mankind prattife difhonefty and deceit. It is not unfrequent 
that the feller indultrioufly conceals the defects of his com- 
modities, and labours to fet off their value beyond the truth, 
that he may enfure a price for them difproportionate to their 
real value ; the buyer on the other hand is not lefs induftrious 
in depreciating the goods offered to his purchafe, that he may 
obtain them at a price below their worth. “It is naught, it 
is naught, faith the buyer, but when he has gone-his way, then 
he boafteth.”” When he has made what is called a good bar- 
gain, by cheating his neighbour, he exults and triumphs in his 
fuccefs. Thus, too generally do mankind fport themfelves 
with their deceivings. Lord, what is man! With his looks, 
with his tongue, and with his actions he ufeth deceit. SiLas. 

(To be continued. ) 








THE 


NATURAL HISTORY OF THE LION, 
SPIRITUALLY IMPROVED. 


OD, whofe wifdom appears in all the infinitely diverfified 

forms of nature, hath infcribed on every creature its pro- 

per character in marks indelible and unequivocal. Such is par- 

ticularly the cafe with the noble animal before us, whofe fiery 
eye and flowing mane infpire us with awe and terror. 

The natural hiftory of the Lion is fo well known, that we 

fhall treat it very curforily. Its native regions are in the inte- 

rior of Africa, where he reigns 


** Sole monarch of all he surveys,” 


few animals ever attempting to difpute with him the right of 
No. 3. Vol. III. P fovereignty, 
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fovereignty. The magnanimous Dr. Vanderkemp, among 
other dangers, has been much among thefe terrible animals. 
He mentions herds of them, to the number of an hundred, 
whofe footiteps he has traced in the defert; and from whom 
he was preferved, in feveral inftances, almoft by miracle. It 
is a gracious difpenfation of Providence, however, that this 
creature in a great meature lofes its native courage and fero- 
city as it approaches the haunts of men; and is feldom known 
to make inroads on fociety, except when compelled by extreme 
hunger. And even when individuals of men and beafts have 
fallen within its power, it has been known generoufly to {pare 
their lives, when it has not been in want of tood. It is a crea- 
ture alfo highly fuicepttble of grateful impreffions for benefits 
long fince received, and may be tamed more eafily, if taken 
young, than many other beatts of prey. 

The icriptures name feveral kinds of this animal, to which 
it frequently alludes. Jacob blefling Judah compares him, or 
rather his tribe, to a ion’s whelp—a full-grown lion couched 
down, i. e. re(ting in confcious fecurity, and (not an old lion, 
but) @ /ione/s having young, which makes her more ferocious 
than the male. Job diftinguithes “the lion (Ariah, the ufual 
name) the fierce,” or rather the d/ack (i. e. dark-coloured) 
“lion, the young lion—the old (full grown) lion, and the 
{tout lion’s whelps.”” ‘The woody parts ‘of the banks of Jordan 
are particularly mentioned as the haunts of thefe terrible crea- 
tures; and we have repeated inftances in fcripture of their 
being ufed as the initruments of the divine difpleafure ; 
while, on the other hand, when they have been employed 
againit his people, he hath fhut their mouths, as in the cafe of 
Daniel, that they might not hurt them.—Thus the Lord rei gns 
even among the favages of the defert. 

The {criptures. frequently make ufe of the character of the 
lion, as the type of a tyrant anda delftroyer. Nero is compared 
to one; and a greater tyrant than even he was, is defcribed as 
‘a roaring lion, feeking whom he may devour.” In one in- 
f{ance, however, they take the fairer part of this animal’s char- 
acter—his ftrength, courage, fagacity, magnanimity, are the 
qualities intended to be conveyed when the great Mefliah is 
defcribed as “ the Lion of the Tribe of Judah ;” though it is 
probable alfo that it may contain an allufion to the ftandard of 
that tribe, which the Rabins tell us was that animal borrowed 
from the form of the facred cherubim, or rather, perhaps, from 
the blefling of the patriarch Jacob. , 

It may feem extraordinary that the facred writers fhould 
borrow their illuftrations from an objet fo terrible, when they 
meant to do honour to their fubjec&t; but the fact is, they were 
fo full of the glory of the Saviour, that they could fee no ad- 
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mirable or attracting quality in any object in-nature, but they 
applied it to the great object of their efteem and veneration. 

Nor is this all; the fame Jefus, who is the Saviour of his 
people, is the Judge of his enemies; and thofe who will uot 
embrace him as the Lamb of God, fhould prepare to meet him’ 
as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, when the great day of his 
wrath fhall come. ‘ Now confider this, ye that¢orget God, 
ieft he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.” 


** Where grace can ncither melt nor move, 

The Lamb resents his injur’d love ; 

Awakes his wrath without delay, 

And Judah’s Lion tears the prey.” Warts. 











ORDINATIONS. 
= 


NSTALLED, at Wenham, paftor of the church of Chrift 
in that place, the roth ult. Rev. Rurus Anpercon, lately 
aftor of a'church in North Yarmouth, Maine. The public fo- 
jctnuiities of the day were introduced with prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Huntincron of Topsfield; Rev. Mr. Worcester of 
Salem preached, from Eph. i. 23. The futne/s of him that filleth all 
in all; Rev. Dr. Dana of Ipfwich offered the ordaining 
prayer; Rev. Me. Wapswortu of Danvers gave the Charge ; 
Rev. Mr. Assor of Beverly gave the fellowthip of churches ; 
Rev. Mr. Dow of Beverly offered the concluding prayer. A 
very pleafing unanimity attended the call and fettlement of Mr. 
Anperson; and the folemnities of his inftallation were ob- 
ferved with uncommon ferioufnefs and decency of deport- 
ment. 


--—2 + & -— 


ORDAINED, at Gloucefter, (Cape Ann) paltor of the 
firft church in that town, the 7th inft. the Rev. Perez Liv- 
coun. Introductory prayer, by Rev. Mr. Frint of Cohaffet ; 
fermon, by Rev. Mr. Wuitney of Quincy; confecrating 
prayer$ by Rev. Mr. Attywe of Duxbury; charge, by Rev. 
Dr. Currer of Hamilton ; right hand of fellowfhip, by Rev. 
Mr. Axspor of Beverly; concluding prayer, by Rev. Mar, 
Wairney of Hingham. 


AT 
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AT Albany, N. Y. paftor of the Reformed Dutch church in 
that city, on the 8th init. the Rev. Jonn Mevanctuon Brap- 
ForD, fon of the late Rev. Esenezer Braprorp of Rowley. 


a + ee 


AT Danvers, paftor of the fouth church in that town, the 
14th inft. Rev. Samuer Wacker. The Rev. Dr. Morse of 
Charleftown Qgffered the introdutory prayer; Rev. Mr. 
Sprinc of Newburyport preached, from Jer. xxiii. 28. The 
prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream ; and he that hath 
my word, let him fpeak my word faithfully ; what is the chaff to the 
wheat ? faith the Lord; Rev. Dr. Cuter of Hamilton offered 
the confecrating prayer; Rev. Mr. Horxins of Salem gave 
the charge; Rev. Mr. Wapswortn of Danvers gave the 
right hand of fellowfhip ; Rev. Mr. Worcester of Salem of- 
fered the concluding prayer. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


HE Miffion in the Welch language was firft undertaken in 
the year 1800 ; and the blefling of God has remarkably 
accompanied it. No lefs than fifty feven Societies had been 
formed in Augutt, 1803, confilting of 1344 members. And 
from advices received lately, there is reafon to believe that this 
important work is ftill rapidly advancing ; and that there are 
now 1700 perfons at leaft, who, by means of the Welch Miflion, 
have exchanged ignorance and vice for the bleflings of Chrif- 
tian knowledge and Chriftian virtue. 

In Ireland, the Miffionaries are ftill unwearied in their la- 
bours, and, confidering the peculiar difficulties they have had 
to encounter, they too have been favoured with great fuccefs. 
Many of the poor and ignorant Catholics have now heard, re- 
ceived, and obeyed, the genuine doétrines of Chriftianity. By 
recent accounts it appears, that a wide door is opening for the 
fpread of the gofpel in that: part of the United Ciapddin, 
Numbers are determined to rifk the difpleafure of their priefts, 
and to hear and judge of truth for themfelves. The little 
Tracts, diftributed by the Miflionaries, are read with much 


avidity 
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a 
avidity ; and the beft effets, both civil and religious, are likely 
to refult from the plan of preaching the gofpel to the Irifh in 
their own native language. 

But the principal object of the Methodift Miffion has, for 
many years, been the initruction of the Negroes and People of 
Colour in the Weft Indies; and the blefling of Heaven has 
crowned with moft fignal fuccels the labours of thofe who 
have been employed in that quarter of the world. Many thou- 
{ands of flaves, and others, have been refcued from heathenith 
darknefs and fuperftition, and are at this time living ornaments 
to the profefion of Chriftianity. And there is good reafon to 
believe, that many thoufands more, having lived the life, have 
alfo “ died the death of the righteous,’”’ and are now, “ forever 
with the Lord.” 

There are at prefent 19 Miffionaries in the different iflands ; 
who have nearly. 100,000 perfons under their inftruction. 
When the laft returns were made up, there were more than 
14,000 of the Blacks and Coloured People formed into reli- 
gious Societies; many of whom are truly converted to God ; 
and all, as far asthe Miffionaries know, fulfil with propriety 
the relative duties-of life, their own matters being judges. Or, 
if occafionally there be any who tranfgrefs the rules of morality, 
they are excluded from the Society, at leaft after a negle& of 
due reproof. And it may be added, that they have all aban- 
doned the practice of polygamy, their moft befetting fin: and 
the fatal influence of Obeah (witchcraft) is effectually deftroy- 
ed, wherever Chriftianity prevails. 

In proof of the general good conduét of the Negroes, when 
an office which implies truft and confidence, fuch as that of 
watchman, is vacant, it is an ufual practice, in feveral of the 
iflands, with the- planters or their managers, to inquire for a 
religious Negro, who may fillit. Andin Antigua, Nevis, Tor- 
tola, and St. Vincent’s, the owners of eltates, and other inhabi- 
tants, are fo fully fatisfied with the conduct of the Miffionaries, 
and fo confcious of the political as well as religious advantages 
refulting from their labours, that they entirely fupport the 
work in thofe iflands by voluntary contributions and fub{crip- 
tions. 

At; this. time there are preiling applications from various 
iflands for more Miflionaries ; and Divine Providence is raifing 
up men qualified for the work, and ready with all humility, to 
go wherever God fhall direct. 
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Extrad from Dr. Vanderkemp’s Letter, in South Africa, to the 
London Miffionary Society. : 


THE Lord continues to blefs our labours, and the king- 
dom of his grace feems to fpread itfelf more and more among 
the poor Hottentots ; and the progrefs of our fcholars in read- 
ing, writing, and religious knowledge, is equally aftonifhing as 
(if I may call it fo) the miffionary fpirit and zeal which ani- 
mates our new Chriftians, whenever they find an opportunity 
to profefs the name of Chrift before the world and the heathen. 
Thefe three particulars will appear the more aftonifhing to one 
who is acquainted with the natural languor, ftupidity, and aver- 
fion from every other kind of mental or bodily exercife char- 
acterizing this nation. ‘This fhews, plat nothing is impoffible 
for God! To him we commit our, ‘or rather his own work, 
the fuccefs of your undertakings, and the direction of all your 
thoughts and actions to the glory of his name. 


i 


DOMESTIC. 


WE have heard, with great pleafure, that very confidera- 
ble revivals of religion have recently taken place, and yet con- 
tinue, at Wrentham, at Providence, R.I. and at Williamf- 
town. Williams’ College, we are informed, is fharing in the 
gracious work. From Wrentham we hope foon to receive 
more particular information ; particular accounts alfo from 
the other places would be gratefully received. : 
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CENT SOCIETY. 


May, 1805.—Money, &c. received by the Treafurer of the follow- 
ing Perfons for the Female Cent Society. 


By Rev. Dr. Emmons, from ladies in Franklin - - 19 77 
By Rev. Samuel Worcefter, from ladies in Salem - 43 11 
By Rev. David Sanford, from ladies in Medway - 5 20 
By Rev. Jonathan Strong, from ladies in Randolph 5 59 
By Rev. Samuel Spring, from ladiesin Newburyport 24 25 
By Rev. Mighill Blood, from ladies in Buckftown - 6 50 
By Rev. Jacob Norton, from ladies in Weymouth - 4 30 
By Rev. Elijah Parifh, from ladies in Byfield - - 1 74 

, By 
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By the Ladies in Hollifton - ° - 7 50 
By Rev. John Cleveland, from ladies in Wrentham - 5 52 
By Rev. Titus T. Barton, from ladies in Fitchburg - 9 72 
By Rev. Elifha Fifk, from ladies in Wrentham - - 5 52 
By Mr. Whitman, from ladies in Bridgwater - 6 co 
By Rev. Mr Goff, from ladies in Sutton - 9 73 
By Rev. Samuel Niles, from ladies in pbingtap and 
Pembroke - - - . 14 56 
Together with three teftaments Fr a lady in 
Pembroke. 
By Rev. Jofiah Barker, from ladies in Middleborough 3 50 
By Rev. Daniel Hopkins, from ladies in hisconnexion 22 20 
By Rev. Mr. Prentifs, from ladies in Medfield - - 10 00 
By Rev. Nathaniel Howe, from ladies in Hopkinton 2 08 
By ditto from Mrs. Kezice Goddard - - 2 00 
By Rev. Paul Litchfield, from ladies in Carlifle - 3 25 
By Rev. Mr. Noyes, from ladies in Needham - 5 00 
By Mr. James Baker, from ladiesin Dorchefter - 11 50 
By the Society in Uxbridge - . - 5 18 
By Rev. Eliphaz Thayer, from ladies in Braintree - 4 29 
By a number of ladiesin Newton - - Spake 
By Rev. Mr. Long, from ladies in Milford - - 3 64 
By Cafh received from a number of ladies in Bofton- 137 34 
By Rev. Dr. Morfe, from ladies in Charleftown - §6 00 
By Rev. Titus T. Barton, from a friend - - I oo 
i Mr. David Hyflop - 5 00 
By Rev. Seth Stetfon, from his Society 3 in Plymouth 15 86 
$ 472 20 


Received from feveral ladies in Bofton the following books as 


a donation to be fent by the Miffionaries. 


194. Traéts on feveral fubjects. 


12 Dr. Lathrop’s Sermons on keeping the Sabbath. 


3 Vols. Dr. Doddridge’s Rife and Progrefs. 
6 Vols. ditto. 

1 Bible. | 

2 Pfalm Books. 
24. Tratts. 
10 Sheets Clofet Companion. 
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JESUS CHRIST, 
The fame yefterday, and today, and forever. 


1 JS Jefus evermore the fame? 
Lean then; my foul, upon His name ; 
O bid thine unbelief be gone, 
And learn to live by faith alone. 


2 View his unchanging mercy here, 
Jefus the fame from year to year ; 
From age to age enduring till, 

The fame in goodnefs, power and {kill. 


3 His pity faw th’ expirifg thief, 
And chang’d for endlefs life his grief : 
His grace is now as rich and free 
As when He hung upon the tree. 


4 Still His compafiion is the fame 
To all that love and fear His name; 
Stronger than death His truths abide, 
And none can turn His love atide. 


5 No time can alter His decrees, 
Nor change His precious promifes : 
His word fhall ftand through endieis day, 
When Heaven and Earth are pafs’d away. 


6 But O how weak my faith appears, 
How prone to yield to doubts and fears ; 
Miftrufting when I’m chang’d in frame, 
That Jefus is not fill the fame ! 


7 Why do I a& fo vile a part, 
And grieve my dear Redeemer’s heart ? 
Eftablifh, Lord, my wav’ring mind, 
And keep my unbelief confin’d. 


8 O help my faith to foar above, 
To rett in Thine unchanging love ; 
Thy faithfulnefs I now adore, 


Ne’er would I grieve my Saviour more. 











